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Did you know that outside of Croke Park more 
All-Ireland fi nals were played in Fraher’s Field, 
Dungarvan, four in all, than anywhere else? 
Yes, indeed!

The fi rst of these was the 1903 fi nal between Cork 
and Kilkenny, which wasn’t played until July 16, 
1905. It was, in fact the ‘home’ fi nal, which Cork 
won by 8-9 to 0-8, and they went on to defeat 
London by 3-16 to 1-1 in the fi nal at Jones’s Road on 
November 12, 1905. (The year also saw the end of 

the ‘home’ and the fi nal proper.)

The next fi nal was the 1905, which wasn’t played 
until 1907. It was a replay and the teams were 
again Cork and Kilkenny. When the sides played 
at Tipperary on April 14, Cork won by 5-10 to 3-13. 
Kilkenny objected to the result. Cork counter-
objected and a replay was ordered. It was played in 
Fraher’s Field on June 30 and Kilkenny came out on 
top by 7-7 to 2-9.

The 1907 fi nal was also played at Dungarvan. In 
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this case the fi nal was only a year late and was 
played on June 21, 1908. Kilkenny, represented 
by Mooncoin defeated Cork, represented by 
Dungourney, by 3-12 to 4-8.

Cork or Nowhere
The fourth occasion was in 1911 and it’s a bit 
complicated. Kilkenny and Limerick qualifi ed for 
the fi nal and it was fi xed for Cork on February 18, 
1912. The match was postponed because of the 
state of the pitch to the disappointment of the 
14,000 spectators present.

Central Council re-fi xed the game for Thurles on 
April 3. Limerick refused to play, declaring for ‘Cork 
or nowhere”. They took the matter to the All-Ireland 
Congress, which confi rmed the venue by 53 votes 
to 17. Despite this, Limerick still persisted in their 
refusal and Central Council awarded the game 
and title to Kilkenny, The Council also decided that 
there had to be a substitute contest and Munster 
Council nominated Tipperary. They played Kilkenny 
in a ‘substitute’ All-Ireland, which, of course, 
they couldn’t win, in Fraher’s Field on July 28 and 
Kilkenny won by 3-3 to 2-1.

The man responsible for the acquisition of the 
fi eld in Dungarvan was Dan Fraher (1852-1929), 
who was born in the small townland of Skeehana, 
near Touraneena. At the age of 16, he came to 
Dungarvan as a draper’s assistant and immediately 
took an interest in athletics and politics. He was 
once awarded the All-Ireland belt for outstanding 
all-round performances.

He was also a noted referee, taking charge of 
matches to Munster and All-Ireland level. He was also 
chairman of the Waterford county board, a member 
of Munster Council and a trustee of the Association.

Purchase of Field
Dan Fraher is most remembered for the purchase 
of the eponymous fi eld in Dungarvan. The fi eld in 
Shandon was purchased from the Curran family in 
the 1880s and it was the venue for the fi rst hurling 
championship in Munster between Tower Street, 
Cork and Carrickbeg, Waterford on July 23, 1888. 
Dan was referee on the occasion.

The venue passed on to Dan’s son, Monnie, after his 
demise in 1929, and later became the property of 

the Whelan family. Throughout these years major 
events such as Fr. Peyton’s Rosary Crusade, the 
annual Dungarvan Agricultural show, circuses, and 
many other events, as well as hurling and football 
games, took place there.

In 1973, Munster Council purchased the grounds 
for £40,000 and a bigger sum was spent on the 
erection of dressing rooms, toilets, etc. Later 
development, including the erection of a stand, 
the purchase of land to the north of the ground, 
brought the accommodation up to 11,000 patrons. 
When the drainage and erection of the stand were 
completed, the ground, Páirc Uí Fearchair, was 
offi cially re-opened for games by Association 
President, Jack Boothman, on May 15, 1994.

ABOVE: Dan Fraher wearing the Dungarvan G.A.A. 
athletic outfi t. Photograph - Waterford Co. Museum


