
There’s a big difference between the Cork team 
that fell to Clare in the fi rst round of the Munster 
championship in 1955 and the team that’s playing 
the Banner today. Sixty-two years ago, Cork had 
completed three-in-a-row All-Irelands the previous 
year and had celebrated with a trip to the U.S. for the 
St. Brendan Cup.
The big question before the start of the 1955 
championship was could Cork win four Munster’s in 
a row, or would the strenuous endeavours of three 
All-Ireland campaigns take their toll. And, even if they 

were to fail, it was most unlikely that Clare would be 
the team at Thurles on June 5. That was the thinking 
in Cork, at least.

Oireachtas Win
There had been some anticipation of Clare’s arrival as 
a hurling force. The previous year was regarded as one 
of the county’s greatest years, culminating in victory 
in the Oireachtas competition. According to a review 
in 1954 in the Clare Champion, ‘Hurling took on a new 
lease of life and now the county senior hurling team is 
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rated one of the four best teams in the country.’
The new-found strength in Clare hurling was refl ected 
in the number of players from the county selected 
on the Munster team in the Railway Cup competition, 
There were fi ve involved: Donal O’Grady at centre-
back, Des Dillon at centre-foreard, Jimmy Smyth at 
right wing-forward, Jackie Greene at full-forward and 
Matt Nugent was listed in the substitutes.
Clare representatives also played a prominent part in 
the game between the Combined Universities and the 
Rest of Ireland. Jackie Greene played full-forward for 
the Universities against Dan McInerney, who played 
full-back for the Rest. Des Dillon also played for the 
Universities, and Donal O’Grady was drafted in for the 
Rest, when Jim English cried off.

Unexpected Victory
Clare may have had a lot of talent but they were pitted 
against the vast experience of Cork. Before a crowd of 
over 25,000, Clare had a dream start with a goal in the 
fi rst minute by Jackie Greene, and another by Des Dillon 

later in the half. They were in a strong position at half-
time, leading by seven points on a score line of 3-6 to 2-2.
Early in the second half Cork began to make inroads 
in the Clare defence. Particularly effective was the 
famous Christy Ring and, with ten minutes to go the 
sides were level. It looked as if Cork had survived 
when Ring sent over from sixty yards to put Cork in 
front. But then, the Clare hero, Jimmy Smyth, rode to 
the rescue with two points, to give Clare a winning 
score line of 3-8 to 2-10.
The winning side was as follows: Mick Hayes, Mickie 
Leahy, Dan McInerney, Haulie Donnellan, Noel Deasy, 
Donal O’Grady, Johnny Purcell, Dermot Sheedy, Jimmy 
Smyth (0-2), Jimmy Carney (0-4), Des Dillon (1-2), Matt 
Nugent (capt.), Jackie Greene (2-0) Billy Stritch, Gerry 
Ryan. Sub: Gerry Browne.
Clare continued to surprise when they defeated 
Tipperary by 1-6 to 0-8 in the Munster semi-fi nal 
at Limerick on June 19, before being surprised 
themselves by Limerick, 2-16 to 2-6, in the Munster 
fi nal on July 10.

The Clare team that defeated Cork in the fi rst round of the 1955 Munster senior hurling championship. Back row (left to right): Mick 
Hayes, Willie Stritch, Jimmy Smyth, Dermot Sheedy, Des Dillon, Johnny Purcell, Noel Deasy, ?. Front row (left to right): Jimmy Carney, Matt 
Nugent (Captain), Gerry Ryan, Mick Leahy, Donal O’Grady, Jackie Greene, Dan McInerney, Haulie Donnellan. (Photo courtesy of Seamus O’Reilly)
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