
LOUGHMORE-CASTLEINEY senior foot-
ball team had a very successful year in
1987 winning the Mid and county

championships as well as the Tipperary-
men’s Cup.

The first of these successes came at Tem-
plemore on August 30, when they defeated
Templetuohy-Moyne by 1-9 to 0-6 in the
final of the Mid championship.

In the county quarter-finals the Mid quali-
fiers met the South and Loughmore came up
against Fethard at Cashel on October 4, com-
ing through by 2-6 to 0-10. Their semi-final
encounter against Emly was also played at
Cashel. On November 8, in atrocious weather

conditions the stronger Loughmore side led
by three points at half-time, and a goal by
Michael McGrath, twelve minutes into the
second half, clinched the game for them on a
final scoreline of 1-9 to 0-4.

Loughmore-Castleiney had their third
game at Cashel a week later, when they met
Commercials in the final an a day scarcely fit
for playing football. In spite of this both
teams played a keenly contested game, well
up to the standard of previous finals and
 finished level, 2-8 each, at the final whistle.

The replay caused problems. The Munster
Club championship was already fixed for
November 29, and could not be re-arranged.
Tipperary were fixed to play Wexford in 
the league on November 22, and they
wouldn’t agree to a postponement. So, the
replay had to go on depriving the county

Loughmore-Castleiney
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County Senior Football Champions
1987 & 1992

LOUGHMORE-CASTLEINEY – 1987 County Football Champions
Back row (l.-r.): T. Ryan, P. McKevitt, J. Kiely, P. Lynch, E. Webster, R. Stapleton, T. McGrath.

Front row (l.-r.): F. McGrath, M. McGrath, E. Brennan, P. McGrath, N. Ryan, J. Cormack, P. Treacy, J. Treacy.



panel of many of their best fifteen.
The game was fixed for Holycross and, in

much better conditions, was again a very
tight game. Loughmore came through on a
scoreline of 3-2 to 2-3, with neither side
 scoring during the last twenty minutes. The
winners were helped by two soft goals in 
the first half, and they led by 2-1 to 2-0 
at the interval. 
The winning side was as follows: Joe Kiely,

Tom Ryan, Eddie Webster, Richard Stapleton,
Eamon Brennan, Pat McGrath (capt.), Pat
Treacy, Paul McKevitt, Ned Ryan, Tom
McGrath, Jim Maher, Frankie McGrath,
Michael McGrath, John Treacy, Pat Lynch.
Subs: Liam Cormack for Pat Lynch, Gerry
 Stapleton for Liam Cormack.
Referee: John Moloney (Galtee Rovers)
Selectors: Eddie Webster, Sean Mockler,

Tommy Egan, Johnsie Bourke, Michael
O’Connell.

Munster Club
The county champions had to line out the

following Sunday ion the Munster Club
championship semi-final. Their opponents
were Newcastlewest and the venue was
Askeaton. In an incident-packed game, the
Tipperary champions were disallowed a goal
in time added on, which would have given
them a dramatic victory. After a slow start,
Loughmore settled down and the sides were
level, 2-0 to 1-3 at half-time. They fought

with great tenacity through the second 
half but tired in the final quarter to lose by 
3-3 to 2-5.

In the same year Loughmore-Castleiney
retained the Tipperarymen’s Cup senior foot-
ball league, which was played at Boherlahan
on September 18, by defeating Cahir by 
1-8 to 0-5.

THE VICTORY IN 1992
Loughmore-Castleiney won the Mid senior

football final at Templemore on July 25,
1992. There were only three teams in the
championship, the other two were Oliver
Plunketts (Moyne-Templetuohy/Gortnahoe-
Glengoole) and Thurles Sarsfields. Lough-
more defeated Thurles Sarsfields in the first
round and Oliver Plunketts by 1-7 to 1-4 in
the final’

In that year the Mid representatives met
the West in the county quarter-finals. Lough-
more’s opponents at Golden on September
13 were Lattin-Cullen and they easily
accounted for the West side by 5-6 to 2-4. In
the semi-final played at Cashel on October 4,
Loughmore’s opponents were Commercials.
They dominated the first half but were in
front by only 0-4 to 0-2 at the interval. They
went further ahead on the resumption, but a
Commercials goal brought them right back
into the game and a further point gave them
a draw at 1-6 to 0-9.                 

The replay was at the same venue two
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Pat McGrath, Captain of the 1987 Loughmore-
Castleiney’s victorious championship team,

receiving the trophy from Pakey Savage (Ardfinnan),
Football Board vice-chairman.

Seamus Bohan (with the O’Dwyer Cup) captain
of the victorious 1992 Loughmore-Castleiney

senior football team with some jubilant supporters
after the county final.
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weeks later. A fine team effort of grit and
determination saw Loughmore-Castleiney
overcome their southern rivals. Commercials
led by 0-7 to 0-6 at the interval but a Lough-
more goal midway through the second half,
decided the issue, and gave victory to the
Mid men by 1-012 to 0-12.

Loughmore’s opponents in the final,
which was played at Cashel on October 25,
were Fethard. The game ended in a draw, 
0-10 each. Loughmore got an equalising
point at the end of a five-minute injury time
period to win a reprieve. Fethard had led by
two points at the interval.

The replay was at the same venue on
November 7. In a tremendous game of foot-
ball, a Loughmore-Castleiney goal in the
final two minutes decided the issue.  The Mid
representatives trailed by a point, 0-5 to 0-4,
at half-time and had two points to spare at
the final whistle on a scoreline of 1-9 to 0-10.
The winning side was as follows: Declan Laf-

fan, Tom Ryan, Pat Treacy, Noel Kennedy,
Seamie Bohan (Capt.), Ned Ryan, John
Kennedy, Philip Kennedy, Pat McGrath (0-1),

Tom McGrath (0-6), John Cormack, Michael
Ormond (0-1), Michael McGrath, John Treacy
(0-1), Pat Lynch. Subs: Timmy Cullen (1-0) for
Pat Lynch, Richard Stapleton for Noel
Kennedy, Frank McGrath for John Cormack.
Referee: John Moloney (Galtee Rovers)
Selectors: Eddie Webster, Pat Healy, Sean

Mockler, Tommy Egan, James Meagher.

Munster Club
The county champions had to turn out in

the Munster Club championship the day
after the county final, which was the worst
possible scenario for the club. Their oppo-
nents were St. Senan’s, Kilkee and the match
was played at Templemore. Loughmore-
Castleiney had to field a depleted and weary
side. They were in front by 1-4 to 0-6 at the
interval, thanks to a fortuitous goal just
before the interval, when the St. Senan’s
goalkeeper was adjudged to have stepped
behind the goal-line with the ball after
 saving it. It put the Tipperary champions in a
rather flattering position, which they could
not live up to in the second half, and were,
eventually, beaten by 3-12 to 2-7.

Loughmore-Castleiney – 1992 County Senior Football Champions
Back row (l.-r.): Eddie Webster (Coach), John Treacy, Philip Kennedy, Noel Kennedy, Declan Laffan,

Pat Lynch, Tom Ryan, Pat Treacy, Tom, McGrath.
Front row (l.-r.): Pat McGrath, Ned Ryan, Seamus Bohan (Capt.), John Kennedy, Michael McGrath, 

John Cormack, Michael Ormond, Pat Healy.



Pat McGrath captained the team from cen-
treback in 1987 and was centrefield in
1992. Another dual player, Pat won titles at
all levels in both codes over a long career.
He also represented his County at all levels
and is the holder of an All-Ireland senior
hurling medal from 1989

The 1992 team was captained from right half
back by the dynamic Seamie Bohan. His
no-nonsense approach got him to win
many battles for possession and helped
set up crucial scores. Another dual player
he represented Tipperary at minor and
U21 level in hurling. 

Goalkeeper on the team in 1987 was Joe
Kiely, who gave great service to the club
winning Mid and county titles at all levels. 

Declan Laffanwas goalkeeper in 1992 at just
17 years of age and the youngest player on
the panel.  He later played outfield in both
codes and is the current manager of our
senior teams 

Right corner back in both years was Tom
Ryan, who was also captain of the team
which won the title in 1983. Tom also won
numerous titles at underage level in both
codes.

Eddie Webster filled the full back position as
well as being a selector in 1987 when win-
ning his 5th medal, his first being in 1973.
Eddie played football at all levels for Tip-
perary and was on the winning Munster
Railway Cup teams in 1975 and 1976

Left half back in 1987 and full back in 1992
was the versatile Pat Treacy, another
accomplished dual player who won coun-
ty titles in both codes at all levels. Pat also
represented his county at all levels in foot-
ball.

Richard Stapleton was left corner back in
1987, with injury ruling him out of the
1992 deciders. Another dual player,

Richard captained the hurling team to
their first Mid senior title in 1983.

Left corner back in 1992 was Noel Kennedy,
who proved a more than adequate replace-
ment for the injured Richard Stapleton.
Noel went on to represent the club with
distinction in both codes for many years. 

The versatile Eamon Brennan was right half
back in 1987, with injury ruling him out of
the 1992 deciders. An accomplished dual
player Eamon won many titles with the
club and also represented the county. 

Centre back in 1987 and centrefield in 1992
was another versatile performer in Ned
Ryan. An accomplished dual player, Ned
won titles at all levels in both codes and is
the holder of an All-Ireland senior hurling
medal from 1991. 

Left half back in 1992 was the tenacious John
Kennedy, whose never say die attitude
helped the club to victory. Another dual
player who gave great service to the club
throughout his career. 

Paul McKevitt played centrefield in 1987.
Always a most dependable and stylish per-
former Paul’s career was cut short by
injury. 

Philip Kennedy played centrefield in 1992
and was renowned for his high fielding
and the occasional foray into the forward
line to claim crucial scores. Another dual
player, Philip won many titles at all levels
with the club.

Right half forward in 1987 and left half for-
ward in 1992, when he won his 5th title
was the versatile and athletic Tom
McGrath who gave sterling service to the
club in both codes over a long career.  Tom
also represented his county at all levels in
both codes. He is currently club secretary.

Michael Ormond played at right half forward

LOUGHMORE-CASTLEINEY
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P L A Y E R  P R O F I L E S 1987 & 1992



in 1992 and used his pace to good effect in
creating chances for his team mates. A
keen student of the game Michael
brought a keen tactical awareness to the
team. 

Jim Maher lined out at centre forward in the
1987 replay at a rain and wind swept Holy-
cross, when he scored the decisive third
goal. Another dual player of distinction,
Jim won titles in all grades in  both codes,
and in 1980 captained Tipperary to All-Ire-
land minor hurling honours.

John Cormack lead the attack in the 1992
decider where his ball winning ability was
critical. Another dual player John won
numerous titles in both codes and is the
holder of All Ireland medals at minor,
under-21 and senior levels.

Left half forward in 1987 was Frankie
McGrath, another dual player who gave
great service to the club over many years. A
winner of numerous titles in both codes at
all levels Frankie was renowned for his
shrewd and tactical approach to situations.

Michael McGrath was right corner forward
on both teams from where he either creat-
ed or provided many match winning
scores. Another dual player he won hon-
ours in both codes. He is the holder of an
All-Ireland under21 hurling medal from
1979.

The full forward berth was manned by the
long serving John Treacy, who was win-
ning his 6th title having being part of the
1973 panel. John amassed a huge collec-
tion of titles in both codes. He represented
his county in all grades of football. He also
served as club secretary from 1983 to 2012.  

Pat Lynch lined out at left corner forward in
both finals. A fine fielder Pat notched
many important scores from his position.
Another dual player who won many hon-
ours with the club in a variety of grades.

Tim Cullen started in the 1992 drawn game
but when introduced in the replay provid-
ed the answer to the question “Who put

the ball in the Fethard net ? “. A most accu-
rate finisher he was also an accomplished
goalkeeper winning many honours in
both codes. 

Martin Meagher served the club well over a
long career in both codes both as a
defender and midfielder. Represented his
county in football at all levels.

Gerry Stapletonwas another member of the
1973 team to contribute to the 1987 suc-
cess. Gerry played at all levels with Tipper-
ary during a long and title laden career. 

Fr Peter Brennan was another dual player
who contributed hugely to the winning of
many titles. Injured in the 1987 hurling
final loss to Cappawhite he had moved to
“pastures new” in 1992. Peter went on to
win divisional and county honours with
clubs in Mid, South and West Tipperary.
Truly, a remarkable achievement.

Liam Cormack was introduced in the 1987
replay where his pace and power were
seen to good effect. Another honours
laden dual player Liam was more
renowned for his hurling exploits over a
career interrupted by injury. 

Tom Connolly was another dual player
being part of a successful 1974 minor team
which put the club on the hurling map. He
played consistently for the club over a
long career.

Tim Connolly was another member of the
1987 panel who played for the club in
both codes during a long and successful
career.

Eugene Stapleton was another member of
the 1987 panel, acting as sub goalkeeper.
Won many honours at underage level he is
the current club chairman. 

A Louth native, John Lawlor was a tenacious
and versatile defender who shared in
many victories during his career with the
club.

Joe Ryan was another member of the 1992
panel and contributed to many victories
during his career.
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