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A Central Culture: Gaelic Sport in Nenagh by Donal A. Murphy,
P. J. Maxwell and Nancy Murphy has to be the major sporting
book to be produced in the county during the year. In fact it
appeared at the end of 2014 but was too late for mention in last
year's Yearbook.

It was launched last December at Nenagh with G.A.A.
President, Liam O'Neill doing the honours. The event was well
covered in the Guardian but made little impact outside North
Tipperary.

The first thing that has to be said it that it's a massive work. A
three-volume production, the first two made their appearance at
the launch and the third is promised at a future date. The
published work brings the story up to the mid-fifties so the third
volume will be under pressure to contain all that has happened
during the last sixty years.

Each volume is
approximately 400 pages each of
closely packed print. I estimate
that each has 200,000 words,
which gives you an idea of the
size of the production. When it is
realised that the average novel
will have 60,000 to 100,000 words
the extent of this work is put in
perspective.

It is more than a G.A.A.
history. The authors tell us what
to expect in a foreward: 'Gaelic
Sport - hurling, football and
handball, together with track and
field athletics and cycling early
on and camogie later - is the focus and Nenagh town and parish
the centre of the story. It radiates to many aspects of social history.
Here is seen the connectivity of players and administrators with
town politics, with agricultural, industrial and commercial
development, with other sports, philantrophy, Conrad na Gaeilge,
féiseanna, War of Independence. There are accounts of interaction
between successive G.A.A. clubs and other comminty bodies - the
Nenagh National Literary Institute, the Shamrock Workingmen's
Club, and the Agricultural Society's Show Grounds. Nenagh Éire
Óg Club's MacDonagh Park, now grown to a complex providing
facilities to a dozen or so community organisations, is pressented
as a virtual personality in the story.'

This gives you some idea of the scope and the
comprehensiveness of the work. It is both the strength and the
weakness of the production, its strength because it includes
anything that needs to be known about Gaelic Sport in Nenagh
but also much on the social, political and enconomic life of the
town, its weakness also because for the ordinary reader looking
for the results of matches or the progress of a particular team, a lot
of searching has to take place to find the relevant information.

The work is a monument to the research and thoroughness of
the authors and it will be an important reference book for many
years to come not only of the sporting life of the town and parish
of Nenagh but of much else besides. The book is published by
Relay Publications, Nenagh and retails at €20 per volume.

Tom Semple and the Thurles Blues
One of the great figures in the Tipperary G.A.A. Story, not only as
a hurler but also as an administrator and revered figure, Tom
Semple has finally got the biography he deserves, however
belatedly, in a comprehensive account of his life and times by
Liam Ó Donnchú. 

A handsome production of over four hundred pages it gives
shape and form to a man, through a thoroughly researched text,
illustrated by a wealth of visual material, about whom most

people's knowledge was  not only limited by vague as well.
There are many strengths in this biography. Many people will

think of Tom Semple as the man who captained the Thurles Blues,
the G.A.A. administrator, the
team trainer, the man, whose
commanding presence kept order
at matches in the grounds that
were later named after him. This
book also tells us of the family
man, who was twice married, of
the working man, who used his
position on the railway to carry
messages for the IRA during the
War of Independence, the man
who brought the Thurles Blues to
Brussels in 1910 for the Pan Celtic
Congress, the man who fought
Croke Park so tenaciously during
the Croke Memorial controversy.
And much more.

Probably the greatest thing that can be said about the book is
that it's not only the story of Semple but also the story of the Blues
and, to a great extent the town of Thurles during the first half of
the twentieth century. It tells the story of how Semple Stadium
evolved from a partime place for hurling games to become the
second most important venue for Gaelic games in the country.

As G.A.A. president, Aogán Ó Fearghail, writes in a foreward
to the book, this is a 'superb addition' to the G.A.A. Library. It's a
work of major interest to G.A.A. people everywhere but above all
to Tipperary people for whom the names of Tom Semple and
Semple Stadium touch a chord of recognition, identification and
pride wherever they find themselves in the world.

The Cross of Cashel
This might appear an unlikely name for a G.A.A. book until the
sub-title is added: All-Ireland Under-21 Hurling Finals 1964-2014.
Written by Jim Fogarty, who has already produced 'The Dan Breen
Cup - Tipperary County SH Finals 1931-2011', this is a timely
history of a G.A.A. championship that made its entry to G.A.A.
competitions over fifty years ago..

When it did make its entry there was no trophy to present to
the captain of the winning team for the first three championships.
Then, in 1967, Most Rev. Dr. Morris, Archbishop of Cashel and
Patron of the G.A.A., presented a trophy, far removed from the
traditional cup, in the shape of the Cross of Cashel, (St. Patrick's
Cross) that is located on the Rock of Cashel. The belief at the time
was that the Archbishop, who was very much opposed to the
celebratory habit of drinking out of the cup after victories on the
field, hoped that the habit would be curtailed by providing a
trophy that made it impossible to do so.

The first captain to receive the new trophy was P. J. Ryan of
Carrick, who was presented with it by  Archbishop Morris
himself, following victory over Dublin by 1-8 to 1-7, in the 1967
final. It was P. J.'s fourth year playing in the grade, his third
appearance in a final and his second All-Ireland victory.

This book is an account of All-Ireland finals and the format is
a concentration on the basic facts of each final, the counties, the
date, the venue, the score, the highlights of the game,  the scorers,
the referee, the lineouts and the clubs of the players, the subs used
and, where they were available, the remaining subs as well.. In
short anything you might like to know about the final. Each report
also includes a picture of the team.

Each report has the additional information of the teams and
scores of the provincial finals as well as the All-Ireland semi-
finals. As well unusual aspects of the game are included.  For
instance, the 1966 final between Cork and Wexford, went to three

Recent G.A.A. Publications 2015
By Seamus J. King



Tipperary GAA Yearbook 2016    41

games. We are told at the end of the account that 'Each side had a
tally of 21 points in the draw and replay' and 'At the end of the
first replay, both sides made a decision not to play extra time.'

The book is divided into chapters devoted to each decade.
Chapter 7 covers the hurling final records, such as the top scorers,
the winning captains, the roll of honour, the under-21 hurler of the
year, which commenced in 2009, etc.

Jim Fogarty has been assiduous in collecting this information
and presenting it in an attractive format and G.A.A. researchers as
well as the ordinary reader will be grateful for his effort.

The Boy Wonder of Hurling
In case you didn't know who the 'Boy Wonder' was, the sub-title
informs you: 'The Story of Jimmy Doyle Told in His Own Words'.
Jimmy was probably the greatest hurler the county has produced
and arguably among the top few in the country. As well as his
high level of skill, honed through hours of hurling from an early
age, his achievements are immense. In the course of nineteen
years, 1954-1971, he played in thirteen All-Irelands, four minor
and nine senior, and won nine. This is his story.

It is, as it says on the cover 'told in his own words' and it is
literally the case. Anyone who spoke to Jimmy during his life will
hear the echo of his voice through these pages and it's a great
tribute to the author, Examiner journalist, Diarmuid Flynn, that he
let Jimmy talk in this book.

President Michael D. Higgins receives a copy of Tom Semple and The
Thurles Blues from Munster GAA chairman, Robert Frost, at this year’s

Munster final in Semple Stadium, Thurles.

Diarmuid Flynn went off to Brussels as parliamentary
assistant to Luke 'Ming' Flanagan in 2014 before he had time to
complete the book and that task of completion was taken on by
former Tipperary Star editor,
Michael Dundon. He got former
hurlers who played with and against
Jimmy to put their thoughts on the
'Boy Wonder' on paper and they add
to the value of the book.

Unfortunately Jimmy died a
couple of weeks before the book was
launched and the final chapter is an
account of his funeral and the huge
crowd that turned out to say
goodbye to a player, who was much
loved not only in his native Thurles
but far beyond as well. It was a great
tribute to the standing of the man in
the world of hurling and it was
replicated in the overflow crowd
that turned out for the launch of the book by the President of the
G.A.A., Aodán Ó Featghail, in Sarsfields Social Centre on August
19.

Standing My Ground
The autobiography of Brendan Cummins was launched in the
Dome, Semple Stadium by Liam Sheedy and in the Palace Bar,
Dublin by Eoin Kelly in late October. Entitled Standing my Ground,
the cover carries a very fine picture of Brendan by Denis Vahey,
the Cashel photographer, which tells us much about the level of
intensity and commitment he brought to his playing career.

The title is a fine one also for a book that tells the story of a
goalkeeper, who held the last line
of defence for Tipperary for a
record 73 times. (It is also a record
for an intercounty player.) The
same player was equally adept at
football and played for the
county on 16 occasions. With the
current debate about dual
players, Brendan's is an
interesting case. While it may
have been possible during his
early career to play both games, it
appears less and less possible
today.

Written by Cashel journalist
Jackie Cahill (his fourth G.A.A.
book), this is a lively read that
never slackens through a series of
short chapters highlighting different episodes in the play's career
There is great variety covering not only his playing career with
the county, but also his loyalty to his club, Ballybacon-Grange in
hurling and Ardfinnan in football (he was persona non grata with
the latter for four years), as well as his incredible determination to
succeed.

On the latter he states: 'A weakness in my game was never
acceptable to me and this aspect - weakness on my left side - I
worked on for months in the local field early in his career, until
such time as I had over come it.'

His heroes in the managerial line were,without a doubt, Nicky
English and Liam Sheedy. The latter he calls a 'Messiah'. 'I've no
doubt that Liam Sheedy made me a better player over the course
of his three years in charge of Tipperary.' On page 155 he has this
to say about Sheedy's management style: 'Liam kept in touch with
his players via one-on-one meetings. You never really knew
where you stood with Liam and that ensured that you could never
assume that you'd arrived. That's why I loved his management
style. You might have achieved something but then he'd place
another challenge in front of you. 'You did that, grand, this is what
more looks like.' The bar was always raised higher, out of reach,

Pictured at the launch of Tom Semple and The Thurles Blues were Liam
Ó Donnchú (author), Archbishop Emeritus Dermot Clifford and Tom

Semple’s son, Martin, who launched the book. 
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and you were always stretching to where his expectation of you
was.'

Equally there are criticisms of orthers. He describes the players'
decision to remove Michael Doyle as' no personal slight on his
character' but 'a business decision made by people who wanted to
move forward. We had drifted again the same as we had during
Len Gaynor's final year in 1998.'

Babs featured much in the excerpts from the book that
appeared in the papers. There appears to be a lot of soreness about
his dropping by Babs in favour of Jerry Kennedy. The two reasons
given for the dropping was his refusal to bring down more balls
going over the bar and because of issues with the puckout. 'I've
never spoken to Babs, John Leahy or Tom Barry since that time.
That's not for any particular reason, we just happen to move in
different social circles.' Later, he adds: 'I have absolutely no hatred
or anger for Babs. Throughout that period I maintained a huge
inner belief in my ability and stuck regidly to the processes and
systems that had always enabled me to get the best out of myself.
I couldn't change Babs, and even if the two of us sat across a table
from each other in the morning, I wouldn't ask him why he
dropped me. It was a huge decision, which I have no doubt was
made from gut instinct.'

Convention Handbook
The County Convention Handbook appears every year and many
people probably don't give it the attention it deserves. It deserves
close contention because it has become a magnificent publication
in recent years and is an outstanding record of what happened in
the G.A.A. in the county during the previous year. It is a very
important record and a tribute to Tim Floyd. Equally important are
the divisional convention handbooks and the role they can play in

preserving divisional records.

Other Publications
The books mentioned are only a small sample of the number of
new publications available.

I want to draw your attention to a few more. Paul Rouse has just
written Sport and Ireland: A History (Oxford University Press) £30
and, anyone interested in the subject, should buy this definitive
work.

Robert Penn has come up with a fascinating book on trees in
which ash and its use for hurleys gets mention. The book is
entitled The Man Who Made Things Out of Trees (Particular Books)
£16.99.

A most unusual book, entitled The Scrapbook of Regrets is
published by the boys and girls of St. Hugh’s N.S., Dowra, Co.
Leitrim. They contacted more than 150 G.A.A. players about their
regrets from their playing careers. If you are interested go to
thescrapbookofregrets.com

As well, that excellent publication, The Bohrlahan-Dualla
Historical Journal 2015, is in the bookshops again and amongst
many historical articles there is one of particular interest to
Tipperary hurling followers, Arthur Donnelly: A Classic Hurler by
Richard (Dick) Hennessy.

A few more deserve mention. Henry Shefflin The Autobiography,
tells the story or arguably the greatest hurler of all time.

Until Victory Always by Jim McGuinness & Keith Duggan is the
account of the exciting and successful Donegal football manager.

The G.A.A. & Revolution in Ireland 1913-1923, edited by Gearóid
Ó Tuathaigh, is timely for the year that’s about to dawn.

Relentless: The Inside Story of the Cork Ladies Footballers by Mary
White needs no comment.  

Ireland beat Scotland in the U21 Shinty Hurling International in Bught Park,
Inverness, Scotland on Saturday 24th October on a score line of 5-10 to 1-3.
Team Ireland was managed by William Maher (Ballingarry) and Tipperary's

only representative on the team was Tipp senior player Michael Breen (Ballina)
who are photographed together in Bught Park after the match.

Co. Tipperary Youth
Committee Report 2015 
The County Final of Primary Schools Table Quiz was held in the
Sarsfields Centre Thurles on Sunday evening 7th December
2014. Winners Monastery School Tipperary Town following a tie
with Upperchurch A; 2nd Upperchurch A; 3rd Holycross; 4th
Rossmore following a tie with Ardcroney; 5th Ardcroney.

Prizes were presented by Mr. Joe Kerrigan Chief Executive of
Centenary-Thurles Co-Op who have been sponsoring this quiz
for several years. Competitors, teachers and parents were
thanked for their enthusiasm and work by County Board
Chairman Seán Nugent.

County Tipperary Youth Committee held the Annual Youth
Forum for Transition Year Students on Thursday 29th January
2015 at The Dome Semple Stadium. Over 70 students attended.
Among the items on the agenda were a discussion on Health
and Nutrition with Lorcan Mulhearn and a presentation on
Concussion in Sport by Cashel Community School.   Items
discussed in the workshops were: Fixtures, Dual Players,
Burnout and Big Match Days. In his address County Chairman
Michael Bourke encouraged those present to get involved in the
running of their clubs as well as playing the games. The day
ended with a Guided Tour of the new Sports Lab in LIT Thurles
with Damian Young giving a very informative presentation on
the various aspects of this recently opened facility. More details
of the days work can be found on the Tipperary Coaching and
Games Face Book Page.

County Youth Committee Members 2015 
Nicholas Moroney County Youth Officer; Catriona Maher Mid
Youth Officer; Cora Moroney North Youth Officer; Tony Lyons
South Youth Officer; Joe Hammersley West Youth Officer; Pat
Mulcahy Health & Welfare Officer; John Ryan Coaching Officer;
Ann Fleming Bord na nÓg; Michael Delaney Cumann na
mBunscoil; Andy O’Gorman, John Smith, Aoife Percy.
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